
 Just before Easter, TIME Magazine’s cover proclaimed “What If There’s 
No Hell?”, with a feature story about Rob Bell, Pastor of Mars Hill Bible Church 
in Grandville, MI, and author of a controversial new book, “Love Wins.”  In 
“Love Wins”, Bell argues that no human will be eternally consigned to hell.  
Because of Bell’s evangelical roots and his position as pastor of one of the larger 
megachurches in the country, he drew considerable attention to a theological 
position that has bounced around the edges of Christianity for quite some time. 

 I believe hell exists.  I wish it didn’t.  I believe it exists because I would 
have to discard far too much Scripture in order to believe otherwise.  I’m not 
just talking about the verses that mention hell explicitly, I’m talking about the 
overarching view of the story of humanity and God’s relationship with us.  
Sometimes there are controversial social topics where the Bible has a few 
specifically relevant verses, and people may differ as to how to interpret those 
verses because of how they fit into the larger picture of God’s intentions for us.  
But hell is a part of the larger picture of the Bible.  The “big picture” is about 
two alternative futures, and who will share in the redeemed world.  We pray for 
all to be saved.  Scripture clearly suggests this will not be so. 

 This brings me to my larger point.  We don’t pick and choose what we 
believe about God.  We believe in revelation.  God’s intentions for humanity 
were revealed to us in the person of Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, and in 
the Bible, the Word written.  We cannot perfectly interpret God’s revelation, 
but our starting point is to make a best attempt at understanding what God has 
revealed and then submit our will to it.  We are not to be the judges of God’s 
methods, nor demand that God live up to our standards.   

 The TIME article suggested that the doctrine of hell exists only because it 
serves the purposes of the church.  The author writes: “to take away hell is to leave 
the church without its most powerful sanction.”  This is a gross slander against the 
motives of the church.  As a Presbyterian (and therefore a Calvinist), I believe  
in predestination.  Only those whom God has chosen will respond to God’s  
irresistible offer of grace.  We don’t need a “sanction” to win converts.  The 
Holy Spirit does the converting, and does so through grace, not fear. 

continued on page 2 

First Pres  

Inside this Issue:  

Church Contact  
Information 

2 

From the Choir  3 

Family/Children’s/ 
Youth Ministries 

4 

News for the  
Congregation 

5 

Learn. Grow. 
Serve. 

6‐7 

Mission on  
the Move 

8‐9 

People You Know  10 

May 
Calendar 

11 

   

  
  

Why I Believe In Hell 

From the Pastor 

A publication  
of the  
First Presbyterian 
Church  
of Englewood, NJ 
 

2 0 1 1  
MAY 



 

 

continued from page 1 

Page 2   May  2011 

esurrection   

 I understand why people reject the existence of hell.  The desire to believe  
in a faith that conforms to our human instincts is extremely powerful.  But we have 
had the wisdom to reject preachers of the so-called “prosperity gospel” – the idea 
that God will bring health and wealth to those who believe.  (Tell that to the 
martyrs of the early church.)  Sadly, I think that the rejection of hell falls into the 
same category.  It’s a “prosperity gospel” for the afterlife. 

 Please be clear I’m not saying that we can ever know who is in hell.  We do 
not know the limits of God’s grace, and we (as Presbyterians) believe the number of 
the elect transcends the visible church.  So we live as people of hope, not fear. 

 The Resurrection hope was expressed well in the Study Catechism of our 
denomination, which stated: “Resurrection hope is a hope for the transformation of this 
world, not a hope for escape from it. It is the hope that evil in all its forms will be utterly 
eradicated, that past history will be redeemed, and that all the things that ever were will be 
made new. It is the hope of a new creation, a new heaven and a new earth, in which God is 
really honored as God, human beings are truly loving, and peace and justice reign on earth.” 

 We live as people of confidence that we will partake eternally of that 
Resurrection hope.  We know by our relationship with Christ that our salvation is 
assured, that in the words of the Apostle Paul, absolutely nothing “will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 8:39) 

 I ordinarily prefer a more upbeat and less severe topic.  But in the wake of 
the broad publicity given to this subject, my duty as pastor is to proclaim what we 
believe to be true.  And the importance of this uncomfortable truth is that our 
Resurrection hope is based on accepting the whole counsel of God, and not just the 
parts we prefer.  What confidence could anyone have in a theology they assembled 
for themselves out of bits and pieces?  But if you accept the whole counsel of God, 
you know your faith is built on solid rock, for you will have submitted your will to 
God’s will.  In life and in death I belong to God.  In heaven or in hell may God’s 
name be praised.  To God, and God alone, be the glory. 

Peace and blessings, 

R 
“hope … is the hope 
of a new creation, a 
new heaven and a 
new earth”  
 

– Study Catechism, 
Q. 85 
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From the  Choir  Room 

YOUTH ENSEMBLE SCHEDULE 
The Youth Ensemble will sing for Morning Worship on Sunday, May 15. The last 
rehearsal of the spring season will be on May 13. 

A big thanks to all the members of the Chancel Choir and Youth Ensemble for lending their voices to 
enrich our Holy Week services. Both groups work very hard behind the scenes to be able to present 
such special music.  

TIMES AND SEASONS 
Easter brings the return of “Alleluia” and with it our worship music regains its celebratory  

spirit.  Just as the glory of the resurrection is magnified by the anguish of the cross, so does our  
worship reflect this journey and these emotions.  

During the season of Lent our music, hymns, anthems, and organ solos all  
  reflected the introspective nature of this season of self-examination and 

preparation for Easter.  The restrained nature of the music during  
the six weeks of Lent serves to make our celebration of the Lord’s 

resurrection even more joyous by contrast. The silence of the  
tomb is broken by the acclamation of trumpets and drums.  

As these sounds echo in our hearts through the seven 
weeks of the Easter season, let us lift our voices joyfully in song 

every Sunday. Enthusiastic congregational singing is at the heart  
of worship in the Reformed tradition. And those who especially enjoy 

singing are welcome to sing with the Chancel Choir (without audition) 
which meets every Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.  HAPPY EASTER. 

CONGREGATION NOW HAS CHURCH BUSINESS CARDS 
 

Will you invite someone to your church? A business card is a good way to start a conversation and 
communicate your gracious invite to a place of worship, study and fellowship. Pick up several at 

the church’s Information Centers and keep them with you as you meet and greet people in your 
business or in your community. 
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Family/children’s/You th Minist ries  

$100 SCHOLARSHIPS TO CAMP JOHNSONBURG 
Our Presbyterian Church Camp offers a variety of camps filled with fun, summer 
activities with timeless messages from the Bible. Camps for ages 5 to 17 are available just 
50 minutes from Englewood in west NJ. Start planning summer experiences for your kids 
including Camp Johnsonburg. Speak to Dorothy VanderWerf, Carol Schulzrinne or 
Karen DuBois Kahn, Co-Chairs of CE. 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH DO MISSION PROJECTS IN APRIL & MAY 
Please remember to bring in the Fish Banks for One Great Hour of Sharing which will benefit flood victims 

in New Jersey and natural disasters such as in Japan. 
 

In addition to their cash offerings in Sunday School and Scripture Study, we invite 
the children and youth to make a difference with tangible gifts as well to continue 
learning good practices of stewardship and how blessed it is to give! 
 

For the month of May, we ask the children and youth to write cards or draw  
pictures for our soldiers who serve our country abroad and here at home. 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Our Easter Egg Hunt was a big success on Easter!  Many, many families gathered in Elmore Hall 
around the Happy Easter balloons to get ready for the hunt. With decorated bags, they went 
to three different areas according to their ages coordinated by Carol Schulzrinne and 
Mercedes Zuluaga with the After School kids who filled and hid the eggs. We hope that 
everyone had fun and filled their bags with goodies! 
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YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

There will be a free-will offering on Sunday, May 22 to help support our children and youth who go to 
camp, serve on mission trips, attend the youth triennium, and other special opportunities for leadership training. 

FAMILY MISSION TRIP 

Have you considered this awesome opportunity for your family this summer?  See article on  
page 8 regarding the West Virginia Mission Trip for more details. 

MUSIC THEATER CAMP & VACATION BIBLE CAMP 

These two camps will be sponsored again by the Christian Education Committee in the month  
of August. As soon as we confirm the dates and the leadership, we will announce these wonderful 
summer activities for children and youth. Watch for more details. 



 

 

   

              
 

News for 
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SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room 
 

Don’t forget the Sunday Morning Bible Study that meets at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room each week.  
Rev. Hong reviews the text that forms the basis of the sermon that day, illuminating issues of history, 
context, and translation that affect the interpretation of the story into a message for us. 
 
 

FIRST THURSDAY BIBLE STUDY 
Thursday, May 12 at 10:00 a.m. in the East Room   

This month, the First Thursday study group will meet on the second Thursday in 
the East Room.  All are welcome to join us for an interesting time of learning, discussion, and 
fellowship. 

 
AND JUSTICE FOR ALL… 
Tuesdays May 10, 17, and 24 from 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the East Room 
                              A nation at peace and at the peak of prosperity, but underlying it is growing  

moral decay.  The poor getting poorer and sinking deeper under oppression.  
Religious observance increasing amidst declining spirituality.  This was the  

world of the prophet Amos, and Rev. Hong will lead a three-week study of the book 
 of his teachings as we consider how his words speak to us in our time.  Light 

refreshments will be available. 
 

NEW PATHS: EXPLORING YOUR FUTURE 
Wednesday May 11 and 25 at 7:00 at the home of the Bishops  
(in Teaneck) 
Are you contemplating what to do next with your life?  In a small group 
discussion setting, we will help each other brainstorm new possibilities 
for our lives.  We will be guided by discussion starters from Andy 
Stanley’s “The Best Question Ever”, which prods us to consider: What  
is the wise thing for me to do, in light of my past experience, my present 
circumstances, and my future hopes and dreams?  The discussion 
facilitators will be Sandy Bishop and Rev. Hong.  The meetings will 
continue into June on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month. 
 

WALK THE LABYRINTH IN MAY 
Friday, May 20, 4:00-7:00 p.m. and Sunday, May 22, 12:00-4:00 p.m. 
Walk the Labyrinth on May 20 and 22. Enter the labyrinth in the Chapel through the 
East Room. The Chapel is a beautiful setting and a quiet space with candle light and 
music to relax, meditate, pray or just have some peace and quiet. 

First Pres  
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CROSSROADS 
Come and check out the CROSSROADS worship sometime on Sunday evenings at  
5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  It’s casual, lively, and fun, with a great band and the same 
basic sermon as Sunday morning (with multimedia enhancements).  It’s a great 
alternative – give it a try and invite your friends!  
 

WELCOME TEAMS 

Do you enjoy meeting new people?  Do you enjoy making introductions?  If this is something you love to 
do, then you can use your God-given enthusiasm as a part of our WELCOME TEAMS.  We need teams 
of 2-3 people who would have a special role to play during Coffee and Conversation.  Each team is 
present at the welcome table, greets visitors, and facilitates introductions among people who stay for 
C&C yet may not know each other.  Each team is scheduled on a rotating basis.  If you love helping 

people connect, this is your calling.  Please contact Elder Paul Platek, 
Dorothy VanderWerf, or Rev. Hong for more information.  

SINGLES CONNECTION MEETS MAY 25TH, 7 P.M. IN EAST ROOM 
 

What Would YOU Bring to a Picnic?  Select your favorite concoction, 
bring the RECIPE to describe and share (we can make copies) and 
HOPEFULLY a sample to share as well (BUT not necessary!).  Let's  
get ready for all those summer outings!  And, enjoy the friendly 
atmosphere of the Singles Connection group. See you then --- and  
bring a friend!            - Mibs Wagner, your Coordinator 

Learn.  Grow.  Serve.  

GENTLE YOGA CONTINUES ON FRIDAYS IN MAY AT 10 A.M.  
Maritza Dearing, professional fitness trainer and from our congregation, donates her time  
and expertise for a growing number of participants committed to stretching and strengthening 
their bodies using a gentle yoga approach, even from a chair. Any age is welcome to share in  
this empowering, energizing and inspiring work-out from 10 to 11 a.m. in the Chapel every 
Friday, May 6, 13, 20 and 27. Here are some comments from the group that is participating. 
“It’s calming, a great stress reliever, liberating and revitalizing, very relaxing and I love the stretches.  

I’m grateful for this opportunity. It makes me feel renewed. I feel so good after we finish.”   
 

Come, try it, you may like it! 
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PARENTS & PLAY GROUP MEETS EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 9:30 A.M.  
Moms and Dads and their children gather every Wednesday at 9:30 a.m. in the Church’s Nursery where 
parents have a chance to talk, meet new friends, share parenting resources and 
enjoy watching their children play. Soon when the weather is warmer they will 
meet at local parks. 

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY COMING SOON… 
DO WE HAVE YOUR PICTURE? 
 
Our resident photographer, Debbie Alvarez, is usually ready with camera in hand to take 
your picture at Coffee & Conversation. The Outreach Committee wants to put together  
a Pictorial Directory to help all of us get to know each other better. Just ask Debbie to 

take your picture on Sunday, that’s all we ask!  Or send in a picture to include and do it real soon. Thank you! 

COFFEE & CONVERSATION ON JUNE 5 
We have a special invitation again from George and Carolyn Milne to 
enjoy their beautiful garden of roses while also enjoying Coffee & 
Conversation at their home, 110 Summit Street in Englewood. 

DEACONS MAKE A DIFFRENCE 
 The Blood Drive was a success with 14 individuals donating blood and we thank them. 
 The Parish Connection Brunch on Palm Sunday was attended by over 100 people connecting with 

their Deacon and enjoying the wonderful food they brought. Thanks to Kyung Lee who coordinated 
the Brunch and the 14 Deacons who hosted. 

 Over 35 Care Notes have been written already in 2011 by Deacons Bea Barbieri, 
Leida Rivera and Thierry Vodounou. 

 The Prayer Chain is coordinated by David Bishop who sends out weekly prayer 
requests of joys and concerns. He invites others to join those who receive the 
requests for prayer by signing up at Coffee & Conversation. 

 Communion Preparation is coordinated by Lois Strauss every month and the 
Deacons take turns preparing and setting up for each Communion. 

 The Flower Ministry is coordinated by Linda Moats and every Sunday Deacons 
prepare the flowers for distribution and delivery to members at home.  

Triwa Lee-Chin, Moderator of the Deacons, joins me in thanking our Deacons for 
the important service they provide and the gracious ways they serve. 

                                                                                     -Dorothy VanderWerf, Staff  
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Mission on the  Move 

WEST VIRGINIA HERE WE COME!   
JULY 9-JULY 16! 

It’s an image that I just can’t get out of my mind. It was the end of  
the day on Friday.  It was  hot – very hot – and we were tired – but  

the pride with which Nancy walked down her new handicap ramp to survey her newly planted yard,  
the smiles on her neighbors’ faces and the honking horns racing down the street – were a wonderful  
end to our week and of our accomplishments in the hollers of West Virginia.   
  
So we have decided to return to West Virginia this summer on our second Mission Trip. And  
we’re hoping that many folks will go with us.  This time we are planning an intergenerational  
experience for a week, starting July 9th.   Families with children of all ages are welcome.  We also  
need folks who are willing to work on a project (similar to a Habitat work site),  some folks who are 
willing to cook for the team, and some that are interested in caring for our children during the day.   
We are headed back to Huntington where the living accommodations are modern (hot showers and  
air conditioning) and the kitchen is well equipped to feed lots of folks. For families with children –  
we are planning a program that will provide daily care for the children, including trips to area swimming 
holes, parks, museums, etc.,  and there will be a free day mid week for river rafting, antiquing, hiking –  
or whatever suits your fancy. 
  
We know that there are lots of question – so Jae Yoo will be at a table in Coffee and Conversation for  
the next couple of Sundays to talk about our experience and what we are planning for this year.  Please 
stop by and chat with him, or talk with others who went last summer - including Richard Hong, Debbie 
Alvarez, Barbara Ryder, Linda Moats, Marcy Steele and David Johnson.  We hope to see you in West 
Virginia this summer.                                                               
             -Marcy Steele 

  

Registration begins at 1:30 p.m. in Elmore Hall. The Garrison Family has put  
up all the signs around the town to help you find your way. Check points are at  
Temple Sinai, the Center for Food Center and Bethany Presbyterian Church.  
 
25 % of the funds raised benefit the Center for Food Action and 75 % benefit 
emergency or self-development projects in 80 countries through Church World  
Service. The Route is either 6, 4, or 1 ½ miles long with rest stops along the way.  
 
10 other congregations join us from Leonia, Englewood, Teaneck and Bergenfield. 
Carol Cornell is our representative to the CROP WALK steering Committee  
and is Treasurer for the Walk. We need volunteers for registration on May 1  
for an hour. 

EAST BERGEN CROP WALK FOR HUNGER IS SUNDAY, MAY 1 AT 2 P.M. 
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BRING FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST SUNDAY 
 

May 1 and June 5.  Groceries of all kinds including paper products, baby food, kid-friendly food, 
tuna fish, peanut butter and cereals are always in demand at the Center for Food Action. All  
cash or check donations are also very much appreciated. We have donated 73 bags of groceries  
so far this year and we have another load waiting to include donations on May 1. Thank you for 
your generosity! 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HOSTING FAMILY PROMISE 
FAMILY PROMISE is the new program in Bergen County for hosting homeless families in houses of 
worship. Our church is a Host Congregation for three weeks, two in July, and one in December. 
Leonia Presbyterian and Leonia United Methodist Churches, Kol Haneshana Congregation 
and St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, both in Englewood, Unitarian Universalist of the 
Palisades, and Metro Church in Fort Lee are all working with us to accomplish this 
wonderful mission. If you are interested in helping, speak to Marcy Steele, Mission 
Committee Chair. 

WE SPONSOR ANOTHER GIVE AWAY IN MAY 
The Mission Committee will be accepting your donated items on Thursday, May 12 from 3 to 7 p.m. and  
on Friday, May 13, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Bedding, clothes, toys, shoes, baby items, tools, household items, lamps, 
small furniture, etc. will be collected and displayed in Elmore Hall. Then on Saturday, May 14, local residents 
from 18 Service Agencies in the area come to choose items they can use.   
 

Many volunteers are needed on all three days. If you can give an hour  
or more, it is most appreciated.  It’s a wonderful mission. It’s a hands-on 
way that we can help families in need. There will be sign-up lists at  
Coffee & Conversation. 

SOCKS FOR JAPAN 

Did you see her coming down the aisle on Palm Sunday?  With socks from her knees to her chin? 
Yes – she made it to the front and added those socks to the huge pile we collected to send to  
the earthquake victims in Japan.  To date, we have mailed 32 pounds of socks – 

about half of what we collected.  All sizes, all colors – each with a carefully 
written note to a Japanese recipient.  The idea came from Sandra Ruggles.   
If you have more wonderful ideas like this – simple, direct and focused on a 

specific need, please share them with a Mission Committee member.  We’d love to do 
more things like this. 
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YOU HAVE A DINNER DATE ON SATURDAY, JUNE 4, 2011 
Save the date for “Know Your Church Family” dinners in members’ homes.  It’s a  
great opportunity for you to meet other people in the church.  Hosts provide an  
entrée and a dinner table for 7-9 people (you tell us how many you can handle);  
others will be asked to bring an appetizer, salad, or dessert to their randomly-assigned 
host home.  Children and youth will be hosted at the church by Rich and Dorothy. 

 



 

 
Page 11 First Pres  

S
u

n
 

M
o

n
 

T
u

e
 

W
e

d
 

T
h

u
 

F
ri 

S
a

t 
1 Food Sunday  
H

ealing & W
holeness Service 

12:15 p.m
. C

hristian Ed.  
C

om
. M

tg. 
1:30p C

R
O

P R
egistration 

6:30p FPU
 (ER

) 

2    

3  6p S
tew

ardship (M
R

) 
7p Fam

ily Prom
ise (C

H
) 

7:30p W
orship & M

usic 
(M

R
) 

4 9:30a Playgroup (N
) 

   

5  
6  10a G

entle Yoga (C
H

) 
 6p-7:30p C

onfirm
ation 

C
lass (M

R
) 

7     

8 Mother’s Day 
   NO

 FPU
  

9    7:30p O
utreach  (M

R
) 

10 
    7p Bible S

tudy on A
m

os 
(C

H
) 

 

11 
9:30a Playgroup (N

) 
  7p “N

ew
 Path” S

m
all 

G
roup (at the Bishop’s) 

 

12 
10a 1st Thursday Bible 
Study (ER

) 
 3p-7p G

ive Aw
ay 

C
O

LLEC
TIO

N
 

 

13 
 10a G

entle Yoga (C
H

) 
 9a-7p G

ive Aw
ay 

C
O

LLEC
TIO

N
 

14 
9a-4p G

IVE A
W

AY 
  8p Peniel C

hoir C
oncert  

“G
reat H

ym
ns” (SAN

C
) 

15 
 9:30a D

eacons (M
R

) 

 6:30p FPU
 (ER

) 

16 
    7p M

ission (M
R

) 

17 
   7p Bible S

tudy on A
m

os 
(C

H
) 

18 
9:30a Playgroup (N

) 
 7p Session m

eets w
ith 

C
onfirm

ands (ER
) 

7:30p Session M
eeting 

(ER
) 

19 
    

20 
 10a G

entle Yoga (C
H

) 
   4p-7p Labyrinth (C

H
) 

    

21 
9a-2p FPP&K  
W

alkathon & P
icnic 

22 
 12-4 p Labyrinth (C

H
) 

 1p-2:30p C
onfirm

ation C
lass 

(M
R

)  
 7p FPU

 Last C
lass (ER

) 

23 
   

24 
    7p Bible S

tudy on A
m

os 
(C

H
) 

25 
9:30a Playgroup (N

) 
  7p “N

ew
 Path” S

m
all 

G
roup (at the Bishop’s) 

26
 

    

27 
 10a G

entle Yoga (C
H

) 
   

28 
   

29 
 

30 
 MEMORIAL                        

DAY 
   

O
FFIC

E C
LO

SED
                            

31 
  

 
 

 
 

   

M
ay 2011 

First Presbyterian Church 
150 East Palisade Avenue 

Englew
ood, N

J 07631 
201-568-7373 

w
w

w
.englew

oodpres.org 

Every Sunday 
9:30 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

10.00 am Bible Study; 11:00 am W
orship Service 

11:15 am Church School & Youth Scripture Study  
12 noon Coffee & Conversation 

Nursery / child care available from 9:45 - 1:00 pm 
Crossroads Contemporary W

orship 5:30 pm 
Every Friday: 3:45 pm Youth Ensemble; 4:30 pm Afterschool Prg. 

C
FL–  

C
enter for Learning 

C
H-C

hapel 
C

R
-C

hoir R
oom

 
EH-Elm

ore Hall 
ER

-East R
oom

 
LIB-Library 
M

R
-M

eeting R
oom

 
M

UR
-M

usic R
oom

 
N

-Nursery 
SANC

-Sanctuary 
  



 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 
REQUESTED 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our Web site, don’t forget that our 
sermons are available on our Podcast, accessible at 
no cost through the iTunes store, through our 
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. 
 

You can also keep up with FPC by joining our 
Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian 
Church of Englewood), follow us on Twitter 
(@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 
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